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INTRODUCTION TO ACTING
THTR 120A Section 4 3 Credits

Fall 2022, M/W/F 1:00-1:50 – McGill 125
Final Day/Time: Monday December 12th 1:10-3:10
Instructor: Michael Beverley
Email:
Michael.Beverley@umontana.edu
Office Hours: Wednesday from 3:00-5:00 PARTV 128
Phone:

FROM UM PRESIDENT SETH BODNAR:
The wide availability of safe, e ec ve vaccines to combat COVID-19 means that we are able to return to full inperson learning this semester. The O ce of the President urges every member of the UM Family to get vaccinated
if you haven’t done so already. Vaccina on provides the best means of protec ng yourself – and others in our
UM Family – from the risk of COVID-19.

Aim
The purpose of this course is to introduce you to the broad range of skills that are required for
acting. While acting is pretty awesome, these skills are also transferable to presentations, public
speaking, or in your day to day life.

Outcomes
At the end the semester you will have achieved:
•A confidence in the presentation of your self—socially and professionally.
•An ability to further articulate, both physically and verbally the character of those you take
on in performance.
•A basic understanding of the nature of theatre and the craft of acting.
•An understanding of, and respect for performance.
•An understanding of the importance and contribution theatre makes to our world.
•A brief understanding of numerous theatrical styles.

Required Texts:
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You are not required to purchase any books for this class. However, there will be required
readings of chapters and plays that will be uploaded to Moodle and discussed in class. Because
we don’t have a lot of readings I expect you to keep up with what readings we do have. They ’re
all on Moodle, so feel free to start them as early as you need to.

Class Culture
There is no better classroom environment than the acting classroom. For the rest of the semester
our class has become an ensemble, and to support this environment there are a few things we
need to go over. We lead every discussion of the work with encouragement, and curiosity. This
class is not a competition to see who is the most talented, it is not a chance for you to show off,
it is a chance for us to work together to improve and explore our performance skills. Acting
requires a certain level of vulnerability and risk taking. Sometimes, we take risks and they fail,
but that ’s ok! Because that ’s how we learn. All I can ask of you as the performer is that you be
willing and open to really try and take the leap. What I can require from you as a member of the
class and of our new ensemble is that you do not judge, bully, or tease your classmates.
The last bit of classroom culture we’ll discuss is that we should have fun! Acting is a form of
creative expression. While we take the work seriously, always remember that we are “playing.”

Acting is Not Therapy
A common misconception of acting is that you need to FEEL what the character is feeling. That is
wrong and toxic. Never in any of our projects should you feel the need to convey something that
is triggering or unhealthy for yourself.

Our Space:
I believe the acting classroom is a sacred space. For the next eight weeks this classroom is OUR
space. It is our space to work and be present in the moment together. In order to create an
environment that exemplifies the class cultures listed above we must show our space a certain
level of respect meaning:
• We clean up after ourselves
• We cannot wear outside shoes in the classroom
• Eating, drinking, or chewing gum is not permitted. (water is fine)
• We re-arrange the space at the end of class so it is just as nice as when we found it
• Under no circumstances are we allowed to record any performances happening in the space.
• Guests are not permitted in the space.
• At times we see material that may be fine for us, but upsetting to others. If you feel the need to
leave the room due to material being presented I will not stop you.

Attendance and Promptness
Acting is participatory: there is no way to learn without doing, no adequate substitute for a
missing partner, and no way to “make up” missed experience. You will be allowed two unexcused
absences without affecting your final grade. For more than two unexcused absences to be
excused, you will need to provide documentation. Further absences will drop your final grade
one-third of a letter. If an illness should cause you to miss class to the point of failing, pursue a
withdrawal or incomplete. Visit the university catalog for more information on these policies at
www.umt.edu/catalog.
Your prompt class attendee exemplifies your professional work ethic. Arriving late for class
disrupts the learning process of your fellow students. Tardiness in excess of 10 minutes will be
considered a complete absence. Every two instances of tardiness—of whatever duration—will
equate to one absence for grading purposes. I reserve the right to declare a “no lateness” policy
should the need arise. Briefly put, if the door to the class is shut and you are not inside you are

absent: no exceptions. Likewise, be sure to visit the rest room before class. Leaving class during
exercises or performances for a non-emergency is disruptive.

Grading: (Out of 100)
Participation, Progress, Attitude, Effort, and Collaboration: 35 points
Play Responses- 15 points (3 @ 5 points each)
Blank Scene Assignment- 10 points
Mask assignment-10 points
Final scene performance- 20 points
Play analysis assignment- 10 points (2 @ 5 points each)
TOTAL POINTS-100

Basic Rubric for Performances
Your performance grades will evaluate your understanding of basic concepts and how you apply
them in prac ce. Each assignment will have it’s own rubric, but here’s some general things I’m
keeping an eye out for in every performance:
A The student has transcended the level of cra they brought to the course, mastered
the intellectual prepara on, and has begun to play imagina vely “in the moment.”
B The student has mastered the intellectual prepara on necessary to move on to more
advanced skills, made some basic advances in cra , but is not yet playing fully “in the
moment.”
C The student is prepared intellectually for the work, and is making progress with some
skills, but stronger choices and more prac ce are necessary.
D The student has not or is not prepared for the work and it is painfully obvious to the
both the student and audience.
F The student has not or is not prepared at all, has made no speci c choices, and is
was ng theirs and the audience’s me.
All students will be evaluated based on their personal growth over the course of the semester.
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Grade
C+
C
CD+
D
F
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Course Grade % Scale :
Grade Percent
A
94-100
4.0
A90-93
3.7
B+
87-89
3.3
B
83-86
3.0
B80-82
2.7

Percent
77-79
73-76
70-72
67-69
60-66
0-59

2.3
2.0
1.7
1.3
1.0
0.0

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT AND THE STUDENT CONDUCT CODE:
All students must prac ce academic honesty. Academic misconduct is subject to an academic penalty by the course
instructor and/or disciplinary sanc on by the University. All students need to be familiar with the Student Conduct
Code. The Code is available for review online at www.umt.edu/student-a airs/community-standards/default.php.
SCHOOL OF THEATRE AND DANCE:
•Handbook Prac ces & Procedures: All Theatre and Dance students must have an in-depth knowledge of the
prac ces and procedures outlined in the School of Theatre and Dance Student Handbook. The Handbook is
available online at h p://www.umt.edu/theatredance/about/handbook.
•Risk: There is inherent risk involved in many Theatre and Dance classes as they are very physical in nature.
Please proceed through class, shop, or rehearsal with cau on. Always be mindful of your personal safety and
the safety of others. Students par cipa ng in class/shop/rehearsal/performance do so at their own risk.
•Guests: Due to safety considera ons, at no point during a student’s me spent in class or serving on a
produc on (in any capacity) should non-enrolled persons be guests of that student without the instructor’s
consent. Presence of such unauthorized persons in a class, shop, or any backstage/o -stage area will nega vely
a ect a student’s grade.
•Class E que e: There is no ea ng, drinking (except water in closed bo les), or gum chewing during class.
Please let me know in wri ng if you have a medical excep on to this policy. Absolutely no weapons, real or
fake, are allowed in the studio. When class has ended, please return the space to its original condi on (in
other words, clean up a er yourselves). Lastly, electronic devices are to be stowed away during class unless
permission has been given to access them and you must alert me that you are “Googling” something for class
bene t or in terms of your studio work.

OFFICE FOR DISABILITY EQUITY: The University of Montana assures equal access to instruc on through
collabora on between students with disabili es, instructors, and O ce for Disability Equity (ODE). If you think you
may have a disability adversely a ec ng your academic performance, and you have not already registered with
ODE, please contact ODE in Lommasson 154. I will work with you and ODE to provide an appropriate
accommoda on. For more informa on, please consult h ps://www.umt.edu/disability/default.php
.
STUDENT WELLNESS:
The School of Theatre and Dance recognizes that theatre and performance content and processes can provoke;
therefore, during the course of a class or rehearsal, students can choose to remove themselves from ac vi es
should they feel a threat to their well-being. Please communicate with your instructor and/or stage manager as
soon as you can, prior to or a er leaving.
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Personal considera ons such as health, wellness, and/or other issues can interfere with a student's ability to
succeed and thrive in the university se ng. For helpful resources, please contact the Curry Health Center Counseling
department at 406-243-4711 or schedule an online appointment through the CHC Health Portal: www.umt.edu/

hportal. For a crisis or for a er-hours care, you can contact the emergency rooms at St. Patrick Hospital or
Community Medical Center; the Na onal Suicide Lifeline: 1-800-273- 8255; or the Crisis Text Line: text MT to
741-741. For University of Montana Financial Aid, call 406-243- 5373 or email faid@mso.umt.edu. Please stay in
communica on with your faculty advisor and know that we are here to help. You can call in any me to our o ce
hours (posted on o ce doors) or email us to set up an appointment.

SCHEDULE! (Please note the schedule is subject to change)
Week 1: August 29th-September 2nd- Warming up. Theatre games and exercises.
Week 2- September 5th-9th- Continuing to warm up
Week 3- September 12th-16th- Continuing to warm up
Week 4- September 19th- 23rd- Introduce blank scene assignment
Week 5- September 26th-30th- First performance: Blank scene assignment
Week 6- October 3rd- 7th- Debrief blank scene assignment- First play response due- Introduce mask
assignment.
Week 7-October 10th-14th- Movement exercises/rehearse mask assignment
Week 8- October 17th-21st- Second performance- Mask assignment
Week 9- October 24rd-28th-debrief mask assignment- class discussion: Cabaret
Week 10- October 31st-November 4th- Second play analysis due- Introduce final performance
assignment
Week 11- November7th-11th- Rehearsals of final performance assignment
Week 12- November 14th-18th First showing of final performance
Week 13- November 21st- 25th-Call of the Wild discussion/ Rehearsals of final performance assignment
Week 14- November 28th- December 2nd-Final performances
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Week 15- December5th-9th- Debrief of the semester/catch up time if needed. Final play analysis due.

Play Performance Schedule
One of your requirements for this course is to see 3 of the 4 performances produced by the school
of Theatre and Dance and write a one page response. The performances are taking place on the
following dates:
October
Sat, 10/8
Dance on Location, 2pm, Mans eld Library Mall

November
Thu-Sun,
11/10, 12, 13, 17-19

December
Fri-Sat
Dec 3rd and 4th

Cabaret- Thursday-Saturday @7:30 Sundays @2:00 in the
PARTV building

The Call of the Wild- Thursday-Saturday @7:30 Sundays
@2:00 in the PARTV building (There is NO performance on
Friday the 11th)

Dance Underground @7:30
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Thu-Sun,
10/13-16, 20-23

ACTING CLASS TIPS FOR SUCCESS:
In order to foster an appropriate environment for our work, we will treat the
acting studio as a sacred space, respecting the facility and each other as
we work on the craft of acting. Here are some reminders as to artistic and
professional protocol:
•Arrive to class early and ready to work. Warm up a bit on your own,
getting into a focused, positive, and receptive place -- physically,
emotionally, and mentally. Remember, cumulative late arrivals equal
absences. We leave class only after restoring the space to its
original state.

•WEAR EXERCISE CLOTHING that promotes a "neutral" state of
being (not flashy, controversial logo-bearing or overtly skinrevealing). Treat this class as a phys-ed course. If you need other
"character" clothing for scene work, bring items that you can slip on
over your exercise clothing or change during class. We will be
physically warming up. Be prepared to work with shoes off on the floor. We will most likely be working up
a sweat. Keep hair back and out of your face. We will also be working our voices. Bring water (in a capped
container). LEAVE ALL DIGITAL DEVICES IN BACKBACKS, with phones set to "Airplane Mode." Phones
are never to make an appearance, unless permitted by the instructor (needed for a scene). ALL SCRIPTS
NEED TO BE IN HARDCOPY FORM – NOT DIGITAL ON PHONES. No texting EVER in class. I will grant an
exception if you are Googling something related to class or using tech for a class project, but you must ask
permission and/or let me know.

•Come to class with an open and willing attitude. Be willing to try all the exercises before you pass judgment on
them. And then be willing to try them again.
•Participate in discussions. Your thoughts and observations are integral to our development in this class, and I
expect you to share them. Ask questions! Challenge assumptions (and me – I have thick skin).
•Be respectful of your classmates: listen to them during the exercises and in the discussions and respond
thoughtfully, even if you disagree with their choices or comments. Frame responses in a constructive manner.
NEVER ATTEMPT TO "DIRECT" YOUR FELLOW ACTORS.
•Always communicate with me about any concerns or questions you have regarding the course, your progress,
further areas of exploration, how this connects to other coursework you’re doing, and so on.
•Decide to enjoy the work we do together. If you find yourself overwhelmed, step back and practice the mantra:
"I am enough for me today." Then, do your best to dive back in and be ready to share yourself with others in a
variety of playful and inquisitive ways. If you are having a particularly rough day (physically or emotionally),
please feel free to speak with me in private and we will discuss strategies by which you can still participate in
and contribute to class that day. If an illness should cause you to miss class to the point of failing, it is up
to you to obtain a medical withdrawal so that the course can be attempted again once you have recovered.

•This course requires work outside of class hours. All Acting courses include independently scheduled,
unsupervised rehearsal or studio time. You will be required to coordinate with your acting partner/s to find space
and time to rehearse outside of class. Failure to do so is notable in your final product.

